


Q: How much is the Park sales tax going to cost me? A: This
is not a new sales tax. More importantly, property taxes will
not be affected. The sales tax does not apply to
prescription drugs, gasoline or residential utilities. The
park sales tax rate is 1/8 of one cent or .01 cent of every
eight (8) dollars spent in Raytown goes to the Park
Department to fund beautification, general operations and
capital improvements. If a family makes tax applicable
purchases in Raytown at a rate of $150 per week, the
sales tax will cost each family under 19 cents per week.

Q: What would the Raytown sales tax rate be if the tax
passes? A: No change. The current Raytown sales tax is
8.1%, of which the city receives 2.375%. The remainder
goes to other jurisdictions such as the State of Missouri
and Jackson County. If the parks sales tax renewal is
approved, the sales tax rate would remain at 8.1%.

Q: What is the current regional tax comparison? A: Of 18
surrounding cities, 5 or 28% has a park sales tax. Raytown
is the one of only two communities in the region with a 1/8
cent park sales tax-3/8 of one cent less than other metro
surrounding communities that have passed a %2 cent park
sales tax. All of these cities have a community center.
Raytown does not. Raytown is in the lower percentile of
sales tax rates with the lowest park sales tax rates in the
KC metro.

Q: How does this sales tax rate compare with communities
around us? What surrounding communities have passed a
sales tax for their parks? What is their park sales tax rate?

City/ Sales Park Community Park
Population Tax Levy Center Acres  Staff
Raytown 1/8 cent .1832* No 171 10
30,000

Grandview 1/2 cent 1164+ Yes 210 10
26,000

Gladstone 1/4 cent .15% Yes 277 13
26,365

Liberty 1/4 cent No levy Yes 450 37
27,000

Lee's Summit  3/8 cent 1547* Yes 685 22

48,800
* per $100 assessed value

Q: Why can't the city pay for improvements to our parks
facilities out of the general fund? A: The 1/10 general
sales tax for parks was eliminated in 2003 when the 1/8
cent parks sales tax was approved by voters. However, it
does in part through the property tax levy. The scope of
maintenance far exceeds what the mil levy can cover. The
city’s General Fund pays for EMS/Police, Finance,
Administration, Community Development, Courts, Public
Works, Economic Development and other city services.

Q: Who has oversight on how the park sales tax is spent?

A: The Raytown Board of Alderman and the nine-member
appointed Raytown Park Board. Spending for the
dedicated park sales tax, prepared and approved by the
Park Board, is approved by the Board of Alderman. This
process ensures that Raytown citizens receive the greatest
return on their investment.

Q: How will the 1/8 cent park sales tax be spent? A: This is
an investment in the future of Raytown. The sales tax
provides funding to maintain current operations. $280,000
is 23% of the Park Dept budget. Ongoing 1/8 cent sales
tax would generate approximately $280,000 annually for
parks and recreation purposes, with anticipated annual
budget percentages as follows:

FY 2010-11 Budget

Park Maintenance and Operations (20%) $57,000

Right-of-Way Beautification (20%) $59,000

Capital Equipment Replacement Fund (60%) $164,000

Anticipated Annual Expenses (100%) $280,000

*Estimated percentages may vary from year to year

The Parks Department is committed to beautification of some

intersections, medians and flower beds in the city. Funds

generated by this tax will also allow the department to
sustain a high quality day-to-day maintenance throughout the
park system and to provide facilities for popular recreational
activities.

Q: Who has been involved in the park sales tax effort? Has
input been received from Raytown citizens? A: Yes. In April
2010, the Raytown Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors voted to support the tax renewal. Many Raytown
citizens have also voiced support of the renewal effort. Of
the people who responded to a survey conducted by the
city, 45% believed that new parks and recreation facilities
would benefit the citizens of Raytown. The projects listed
include specific projects and programs that ranked high in
this survey. Source: ETC DirectionFinder survey, 2007.
Input from stakeholders including the Raytown Chamber of
Commerce, business owners, Raytown Interfaith Ministerial
Alliance and others have had input throughout the process.

Q: How can | learn more about the parks ballot issue? Town
Hall meetings or visit www.raytownparks.com,
www.raytown.mo.us, or call Raytown Parks at
816-358-4100 for more information.



